


2017 General Election

On the 18th April, Prime Minister 
Theresa May said she would call a 
general election.

A general election is how people 
decide who they want to run the 
country. It is a very important 
decision. 

Did You Know? 
The next election was supposed to be in 2020. An election which happens 
sooner than planned is called a ‘snap election’.

Prime Minister Theresa May



Who Can You Vote For?
Voters have to choose a candidate when they vote. Most candidates belong 
to a political party. A political party is a group of people who share 
similar ideas about how the country should be run. 

There are many different political parties in the UK. Some of the biggest 
parties include:

Conservative 
Party

Labour Party Scottish 
National Party

Liberal 
Democrats

UK Independence 
Party

Plaid CymruGreen Party



Who Can Vote?
To vote in any election, people must be registered to vote 
and must be at least 18 years old. 

Each voter is sent a polling card. This card tells the person 
where to go to vote. Polling stations can be in many types 
of buildings, including schools, libraries or town halls.



Where Do You Go to Vote?

On voting day, polling stations open early in every village, town and city.

Discuss It! Where is our nearest polling station?



What Happens at the Polling Station?

When you get to the polling 
station, you are given a ballot 
paper.

The ballot paper lists the 
candidates you can vote for, 
with a box next to each name.

To vote for a candidate, you 
must put a cross in the box next 
to only one name and put the 
ballot paper into a sealed box.

Screened areas are set up so that 
you can vote in private.

Did You Know? 
People can also post their vote.



Why Do We Choose a Candidate?

When people vote, they are not voting 
for who will be Prime Minister; they 
are voting for their local MP (Member 
of Parliament). The political party 
with the most MPs will form the next 
government.

The leader of this political party 
becomes the new Prime Minister and 
moves into 10 Downing Street, London.



How Do You Decide Who to Vote For? 

In the run-up to the election, the 
different candidates try to persuade 
people who live in their local area 
to vote for them.

Political parties write a list of 
things they would do if they were 
elected. This is called a manifesto.



When Will We Know the Result? 

The votes are counted when the polling stations close at 10 p.m.
Counting goes on all night and by the morning, the UK will know who has 
been elected as the new Prime Minister.



Glossary

candidate - a person who hopes to be elected

polling card – a card that shows you are allowed to vote

polling station – the place where you can vote

ballot paper – the paper you use to cast your vote




